There are few situations where a cancer is better placed for removal than in the tongue. There is not an organ of the body so frequently submitted to medical inspection, nor one the affections of which are manifest more early to the owner. And yet,
In regard to a patient's powers of speech, a consideration of the nature and extent of the required operation is necessary; for the result will rest largely on the position of the growth, its duration and size. If a fairly good stump can be left, and the floor of the mouth remains mobile, the patient is nearly sure to retain the power of speaking intelligibly. He will not have normal speech ; for example, he will be unable to roll an " r," but he will not be dumb. For the tongue is not the only organ involved in speechproduction, notwithstanding the common superstition that removal of the tongue will make a man dumb.
